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Senate Health Policy Committee to address childhood obesity issue 

 
Sept. 19, 2005 – The Michigan Senate Health Policy Committee will look more closely at the 
issue of childhood obesity, announced Sen. Beverly Hammerstrom, R-Temperance. 
 
Hammerstrom, who chairs the Senate Health Policy Committee, has planned several meetings to 
explore the need for public policy initiatives to combat childhood obesity. 
 
The committee will hear from health care experts in regard to the costs of overweight children – 
financially, physically and emotionally. The committee also plans to hear from individuals in the 
education, nutrition and food marketing fields to gain a better understanding of all sides of the 
issue. 
 
“Michigan has been recently named as one of the fattest states in our nation,” Hammerstrom 
said. “It’s imperative to realize how we got to this point and understand what we can do to 
educate our children on the positive rewards of living a healthy lifestyle.” 
 
The first hearing will include testimony from Dr. Douglas Henry, a pediatric endocrinologist at 
Sparrow Hospital in Lansing. Henry will discuss the epidemic of overweight children and the 
associated long-term costs. He will also discuss current statistics in regard to the number of 
overweight children in Michigan and across the country. 
 
After gaining background knowledge, the committee will also hear testimony and discuss 
relevant legislation including Senate Bill 91. The bill would require public school districts and 
public school academies to adopt and implement a school nutrition policy.
 

      “We would like to see our schools encourage children to make healthy and nutritious choices, as 
      well as educate them on the benefits of eating healthy,” Hammerstrom said.
 
     The Health Policy Committee will meet on Wednesday,  Sept. 21, at 1 p.m., in the Senate Hearing
     Room, on the first floor of the  Boji Tower, 124 W. Allegan Street,  Lansing. Wednesday’s hearing
     will include planned presentations only with opportunities for public comment to come at a later date.  
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